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Instructor Laura Noselli and Aubrey Ottaviano 

Session Spring 2019 

Location Briar Woods High School Noselli in T9; Ottaviano in 602 

Contact LNoselli@lcps.org; AOttaviano@lcps.org 
 

General Course Purpose:  

This course continues to develop the students’ skills in college writing and increases the 

emphasis on critical reading and writing.  Students will be expected to read, think, speak and 

write about a wide array of texts pertaining to the human condition and society.  There will be an 

emphasis on critical essays, written argument and research.  Students will be able to locate, 

evaluate, integrate and accurately document sources in their written work while also effectively 

editing and revising their papers, considering meaning, development, organization, language use 

and grammar and mechanics. 

 

Course Credit:  3 

 

Prerequisites:  

Placement scores or exemptions needed to take dual enrolled courses. 

Students must have successfully completed ENG 111 or its equivalent and must be able to use word 

processing software. 

 

Course Schedule 

Critical Course Dates 
 

Course Start Date 1/22/2019 

Course Drop Date 2/11/2019 

Course Withdraw Date 4/12/2019 

Final Exam Date TBD 

Course End Date 6/7/2019 

 

Course Objectives  

GOAL ONE: PROCESS  

ENG 112 will help students understand that writing is a process that develops through experience 

and varies among individuals. Students will be able to: • engage in all phases of the writing process: 

prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and reflecting • incorporate reading and experience into their 

writing processes • learn to conform their texts to instructor-specified document formats • create, 

save, and print texts using word processing technology • write for a variety of rhetorical purposes 

• employ a clear focus that guides their choices of evidence, language, organization, and rhetorical 

and persuasive strategies • effectively apply organizational strategies to open and close their texts 
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and to move the reader between and within ideas, paragraphs, and sentences • appropriately 

employ grammatical and mechanical conventions in the preparation of readable manuscripts. 

 

GOAL TWO: CRITICAL THINKING AND WRITING  

ENG 112 will develop students’ ability to analyze and investigate ideas and to present them in 

well-structured prose appropriate to the purpose and audience. Students will be able to: • develop 

strategies for critical thinking, reading, and writing processes • examine and analyze their 

experiences, literature (poetry, drama and/or fiction), non-fiction prose, and other cultural texts 

(film, popular culture, new media and/or other visuals) as sources of material for writing. • 

competently read, summarize, analyze, evaluate, and write about college-level texts – their own 

and others' – of varying lengths • examine subjects from multiple perspectives and formulate and 

express their own perspectives.  

 

GOAL THREE: ARGUMENT  

ENG 112 will teach students to understand and apply rhetorical principles of argument, as applied 

to literature (poetry, drama and/or fiction), non-fiction prose, and other cultural texts (film, popular 

culture, new media and/or other visuals) in order to improve the persuasiveness of their writing. 2 

Students will be able to: • recognize, gather and test factual and inferential evidence • apply 

inductive and deductive reasoning • avoid fallacies • recognize and employ different parts of an 

argument including concession, refutation, and confirmation • recognize and select persuasive 

rhetorical language  

 

GOAL FOUR: RESEARCH 

ENG 112 will develop students’ ability to locate, evaluate, use, and document information to 

support their thinking and writing. Students will be able to: • synthesize information from a variety 

of sources • write a text of a minimum of 1,000 words that incorporates documented research • 

apply methods of research, using primary and secondary sources in print and electronic formats • 

identify the merit and reliability of sources • employ the mechanics of introducing, integrating, 

and documenting source material 

 

Course Objectives: 

Objectives:  

1.  The Writing Process: students will read texts with the purpose of understanding the choices 

made by the writers to inform, persuade or entertain their audience.  Students will apply the 

techniques they study to their own papers while engaging in the stages of the writing process: 

prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and reflecting.   

 

2. Critical Thinking about reading and writing: students will be expected to summarize, 

evaluate, interpret, imitate, analyze, discuss and construct coherent responses to a variety of 

written texts both in class and independently.  These skills will be demonstrated through 
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journals, daily discussions, in-class activities and a series of graded papers that will be completed 

during the semester.   

 

3.  Developing a Writer’s Voice: students will be asked to analyze voice in written pieces and 

construct their own written pieces that reflect an awareness of writing for a variety of purposes 

and using a variety of voices.  These skills will be assessed through class discussions, classroom 

activities and classroom readings of student work.  They will also be asked to reflect frequently 

on the process of writing and the growth they can observe in their own writing. 

 

4. Argument:  students will be asked to apply rhetorical principles of argument to non-fiction, 

fiction, poetry and drama texts, as well as visual texts such as film, photographs and art.  They 

will build their written arguments through independent thinking and interaction with critical 

texts.  This will require research and appropriate documentation of sources.  There will be a 

focus on expressing an opinion using techniques of persuasion and recognizing the various 

angles from which an argument can be made and techniques that can be employed.   

 

Major Topics to be Included:  

The writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, reflecting: 

a. Finding and narrowing a topic  

b. Purpose, audience, and voice  

c. Focus and unity  

d. Organization, including openings and closings  

e. Argumentative and persuasive strategies  

f. Locating print and electronic source material  

g. Evaluating sources and evidence  

h. Synthesizing sources  

i. Summary, paraphrase, and direct quoting  

j. Bibliography / list of works cited  

k. Clarity: syntax, semantics, and diction  

l. Sentence variety and coherence  

m. Critical self-awareness  

n. Critical reading of texts, including literature (poetry, drama and/or fiction), non-fiction prose, 

and other cultural texts (film, popular culture, new media and/or other visuals)  

o. Critical writing  

p. Following assignment requirements  

q. Document design and appropriate format  

r. Grammar and mechanics 
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Method of Instruction:  

Students will work independently and cooperatively in the classroom, frequently sharing ideas, 

constructing responses to written work and evaluating their efforts.  Students will make use of a 

variety of textbooks and on-line resources to complete the course reading and writing 

assignments. 

 

Instructional Materials:  

Textbooks:  

 

Student to purchase or borrow: 

• Eggers, David. The Circle 

• Non fiction independent reading for argumentative paper – choose ONE: 

 The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell 

  Freakonomics by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner 

  Evicted by Matthew Desmond 

  Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl 

  Embracing Defeat by John Dower 

  Orientalism by Edward Said 

  The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 

  Manufacturing Consent by Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky 

  Justice:  What’s the Right Thing to Do by Michael Sandel 

  The Art of Happiness by the Dalai Lama 

• Biography/autobiography of a person you consider successful  

 

Texts and Excerpts provided from: 

 

Cooley, Thomas. The Norton Sampler. 

Corbett, Edward P.J. and Robert J. Connors.  Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student 

Fletcher, Jennifer.  Teaching Arguments 

Forsythe, Mark.  The Elements of Eloquence. 

Graff, Gerald.  They Say, I Say 

Kennedy, X.J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Jane E. Aaron. The Bedford Reader 

Lunsford, Andrea A. John J. Ruszkiewicz, and Keith Walters.  Everything’s an Argument 

Various short stories, documentaries, TedTalks, etc. 

 

Grading and Evaluation:  

All grades will be computed on a point system ranging from 5 points (homework reading 

assignments, small in-class assignments) to 200 points (presentations, papers, and projects).  

Students will know the point value of an assignment when it is given.  Students will also receive 
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a participation grade worth 50 points each quarter which includes attendance and observance of 

the no cell phone policy. 

 

Honor Code: 

a. Students should be aware that plagiarism will not be tolerated and is considered an act 

of academic dishonesty.  Using another person’s work, whether a classmate, internet 

source or other available text without giving the writer credit is plagiarism.  It is 

expected that you will use the ideas of others in your writing.  However, it is also 

expected that you will acknowledge their ideas through proper citation. 

b. All papers created for this class will be submitted to Turnitin.com as a way to monitor the 

use of on-line sources.  

c. Any act of academic dishonesty will result in a 0 for the assignment.  The instructor will 

also have the option to report the action to administrators, depending on the severity of 

the offense.   

d. Students will be given the opportunity to discuss the incident of academic dishonesty with 

the instructor and an administrator if they wish.     

 

Students with disabilities: 

Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact a NOVA Counselor for Disability 

Services to discuss possible accommodations. All information is kept confidential and 

may increase your chances of success in the academic setting. 

 

Attendance, Make up Work and Late Work Policy: 

• Students are expected to attend class and to arrive on time.  If a student is absent from 

school, the missed work should be acquired from VISION or Google Classroom or 

the website on LCPS and by stopping in T-9 or 602 to get any missed hand-outs.  It is 

expected that a student will have the work that was due on the day of the absence as 

well as the work that was assigned while the student was absent.  It is essential that 

students not allow themselves to get behind on the class reading and assignments.  

Your participation grade will be negatively affected if you are not in class.  Excused 

absences include school related field trips and college visits.  Students must supply 

the teacher with documentation for any absence to be excused.   

• If there is an extended absence for legitimate reasons, the student can see me to 

discuss a new set of due dates.  This does not apply to absences that are a result of 

school-sponsored activities.  Students leaving on any extended school trip must have 

the work completed on the first day they return to school.  The instructor also reserves 

the right to set up specific make-up session times for missed work.  While I will try to 

give a morning and afternoon option, students must realize that it is their 
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responsibility to make it to one of these sessions.  Failure to do so will result in a 0 for 

the missed assignment. 

• Late work will only be accepted for assignments that are worth more than 50 points.  

This would include papers, projects, discussion questions and annotations on outside 

reading books, etc.  For daily reading reflections and notes, no credit will be given for 

work that is not completed when the student arrives in class.  These daily assignments 

are the core of our work on a daily basis, you cannot actively participate in class if 

you have not completed this work.  Therefore, it is essential that it is done before you 

arrive in class.  

• Papers and projects are considered late if they are not turned in at the beginning of 

class on the due date.  Late will not be accepted unless there is a special circumstance 

that has been discussed and accepted by the instructor.    

 

College level expectations and behaviors 

 

• As students in a college class, your engagement is essential for class to work.  So, while 

you are in class you will not use any electronic device (unless the work of the day 

requires it), distract other students or attempt to complete work for another class.  Using 

the cell phone appropriately means having your cell phone turned off and out of sight 

unless it is being used for instructional purposes directed by the teacher.  Students will 

lose 25% of the participation grade the first time the policy is violated and 50% the 

second time the policy is violated.   Students will receive ZERO participation points for 

the quarter if three violations occur.  If the student cannot adhere to the policy after 

these three warnings and grade reductions, administrative referrals will be given. 

• Should you choose to disrupt the class through your use of electronic devices or side 

conversations, etc., you will be dismissed from the class for the day and receive zeroes 

for all classwork, participation, and discussion for that day’s work.  You must learn how 

to use technology appropriately in group settings.  You must. 

• Your maturity when dealing with difficult and/or adult topics is expected.  This includes 

a willingness to consider opinions that differ from your own and an open mind about a 

variety of subjects.  It is not necessary for you to agree with or support ideas in order to 

engage with them.   

• It is important that you keep track of your grade through Student Vue or a discussion with 

me.  Should there be problems with any part of the course, I encourage you to advocate 

for yourself.  As this is a NVCC course, there is an expectation that I will communicate 

with you about your performance in the course, but not your parents, unless you give me 

permission to do so and are at a face to face meeting with me and your parent or on the 

email chain.  Also, please note that a D or lower in a college class is not viewed as a 

successful grade.  Students should pay careful attention to the workload and their ability 

to commit to this class in order to decide if it is a good course selection for you by the 
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withdrawal date.  You do not want to graduate from high school with a low grade already 

in place on your college transcript.   

 

 

Papers and Other Assignments: 

• There will be a minimum of two major argumentative analysis papers assigned during the 

semester to be drafted, peer reviewed, revised, edited and turned in for assessment.   

There will be additional in-class essays or short papers and projects, both group and 

individual.   

• Argumentative papers must include a rebuttal of a counter argument and always be 

formatted in the MLA style including a correctly constructed MLA Works Cited page 

and in text citations.  Disregarding citations will result in a paper being classified as 

plagiarized and given a zero. 

• Students will complete a 1,000 word minimum argumentative research paper with proper 

MLA style including a correctly constructed MLA Works Cited page, in text citations, 

and an annotated bibliography.  Disregarding citations will result in a paper being 

classified as plagiarized and given a zero. 

• Students will also complete projects and essays in conjunction with essential questions 

that are addressed in the course.   

• Daily readings, annotations, online discussions, Socratic Seminars, independent reading, 

and reflections will be part of the grade for the course as well as in-class activities 

including grammar, writing skills, vocabulary, critical reading, etc. 

 

 

Policies: 

I. Grading:  

a. Grading Scale 

i. A = 100 - 90 B = 89 - 80 C = 79 - 70 D = 69 - 60 F = 59 and 

below 

II. LCPS Grading Scale 
Numeric Value Letter Grade Quality Points (before 

weighting) 

98-100 A+ 4.3 

93-97 A 4.0 

90-92 A- 3.7 

87-89 B+ 3.3 

83-86 B 3.0 

80-82 B- 2.7 

77-79 C+ 2.3 

73-76 C 2.0 

70-72 C- 1.7 
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67-69 D+ 1.3 

63-66 D 1.0 

60-62 D- 0.7 

0-59 F 0.0 

  
Note:  English 111 and 112 are semester courses through Norther Virginia Community College.  You 

will receive a separate grade and three college credits for the successful completion of each course.  By 

NVCC guidelines, a dual enrollment student must earn a grade of C or better in English 111 to 

continue to English 112.  Your grades for the high school class may differ (be higher or lower) 

from the college class. 

 

PER NVCC:  I can only discuss your grades and you with YOU.  Please advise 

your parents of this policy. 
 

 

III. Course Policies: 

a. Academic Integrity 

i. The College does not tolerate academic dishonesty. Students who are not 

honest in their academic work will face disciplinary action along with any 

grade penalty the instructor imposes. Procedures for disciplinary measures 

and appeals are outlined in the Student Handbook 

(http://www.nvcc.edu/students/handbook/). In extreme cases, academic 

dishonesty may result in dismissal from the College. 

ii. Plagiarism: is the act of appropriating passages from the work of another 

individual, either word for word or in substance, and representing them as 

one's own work. This includes any submission of written work other than 

one's own. In short, plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or 

factual information from another person without giving that person credit.  

iii. Briar Woods Honor Code:  The Briar Woods High School community 

embodies a spirit of mutual trust and intellectual honesty that is essential to 

the nature of the school.  As members of this community, we uphold the 

values of honesty, integrity, responsibility, accountability, and respect for 

the property of others. 

b. Attendance policy 

Your participation grade will be negatively affected if you are not in class.  

Excused absences include school related field trips and college visits.  Students 

must supply the teacher with documentation for any absence to be excused.   

 

c. Disabilities 

i. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact a NOVA Counselor 

for Disability Services to discuss possible accommodations. All 
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information is kept confidential and may increase your chances of success 

in the academic setting. (https://www.nvcc.edu/disability-services/)  

 

 

IV. Units of Study 

 

A. Argument and How Arguments Are Constructed 

Students will study argument theory (Rogerian, stasis theory, deductive and inductive 

reasoning, logic, fallacies, etc.) rhetorical comprehension and precis, critique, and 

response. Students will practice and produce assignments upon which they will build for 

the remainder of the course and following units. 

 

This unit revolves around our study of critical reviews, poems, and current events.  

Additionally, students will study rhetoric through the written and spoken word, as well as 

visual arguments and propaganda. 

 

Assignments will include:  discussion board posts, reflections, written summaries, 

annotated articles, in class reflections, practice, Socratic Seminars, formal and informal 

essays, and quizzes. 

 

Reading:  student selected articles, other readings including poems, essays, short stories,  

and criticism provided by the instructor. 

 

Assessments (see above) totaling up to 200 points (ongoing throughout semester) 

 

B. The Role of Technology:   What role should the media/technology play in our lives 

and in the lives of our elected officials and other people in power including bosses, 

teachers, parents, etc.? 

 

This unit focuses on Dave Eggers’ book, The Circle.  Assignments will include:  

discussion board posts, reflections, written summaries, annotated articles, in class 

reflections, Socratic Seminars, and reading quizzes.  The unit will culminate in a compare 

contrast or problem solution essay. 

 

Reading:  The Circle, student selected articles, other readings including poems and 

criticism provided by the instructor and posted on VISION. 

 

Final argumentative paper 150 points due March 26/27. 
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C. Ted Talks + Graduation Speaking Event 

This unit will focus on public speaking and rhetoric.  The assignment will include 

viewing and analyzing various TedTalks and other speeches on AmericanRhetoric.com.  

The unit will culminate in a public speaking event hosted by the class and performed at 

BWHS to a larger audience.   

 

Final assessment 50 points April 11/12. 

 

D. Defining Success:  The role of education and work in success; society’s definition 

and personal definition of success. 

   

This unit will include the study of existentialism and the meaning of life.  Students will 

consider pop culture and 21st century values and ideas to arrive at their definition of 

success.  Students will independently read a biography or autobiography of their 

choosing. 

 

Assignments will include:  discussion board posts, reflections, written summaries, 

annotated articles, in class reflections, Socratic Seminars, a short, student version of This 

I Believe, and reading quizzes plus an argumentative essay on success. 

 

Reading:  Sample essays from This I Believe NPR radio broadcasts, student selected 

articles, other readings including poems and criticism provided by the instructor and 

posted on VISION plus a student selected biography or autobiography. 

 

Final argumentative paper 100 points due May 10/13. 

 

E. Nonfiction Outside Reading and Argumentative Essay 

For this unit, students will select a nonfiction text from a list to read and engage in online 

discussions, in class discussions, Socratic Seminars, summaries, project design and 

proposal, and other assessments culminating in a final project.  Several checkpoints and 

assignments will be given during the course of the semester. 

 

Project  200 points due May 20/21.  Presentations begin May 20. 

 

F. Final Writing Portfolio and Reflection 

This final portfolio will contain writing, both formal and informal, from ENG 111 and 

ENG 112.  Students will select, revise, and reflect on their writing and growth this year. 

 

Portfolio 100 points due May 29/30. 
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Northern Virginia Community College Course Policies and Procedures can be 

found at  http://www.nvcc.edu/current-students/policies--forms/student-handbook/ 
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